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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE SYRIAN APPROACH FOR USSR TO JOIN IBRD 
REF: DAMASCUS 4402 

1. USG HAS NOT TAKEN ANY PUBLIC STAND ON SOVIET MEMBER- 
SHIP IN IBRD. THE QUESTION OF SOVIET MEMBERSHIP HAS NOT 
BEEN RAISED FORMALLY OR OFFICIALLY RECENTLY AND NO FORMAL 
US POSITION HAS BEEN NECESSARY. 

2. YOU MAY, HOWEVER, PROVIDE IMADI WITH FOLLOWING BACK- 
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GROUND. AT OUTSET, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IBRD MEMBER- 
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SHIP ALSO REQUIRES IMF MEMBERSHIP. WE GENERALLY BELIEVE 
THAT MEMBERSHIP IN IMF AND IBRD SHOULD BE OPEN TO COUNTRIES 
WILLING TO ASSUME FULL RESPONSIBILITIES AND OBLIGATIONS 
OF MEMBERSHIP. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT OPERATING PRINCI- 
PLES AND REQUIREMENTS, PARTICULARLY OF THE IMF. ARE 
SUBSTANTIALLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 
(ALTHOUGH ROMANIA DID IOIN IN DECEMBER 1972). FOR THE 
SOVIETS , IMF MEMBERSHIP WOULD INVOLVE ACCEPTANCE OF 
OBLIGATIONS DEPARTING SUBSTANTIALLY FROM TRADITIONAL 
SOVIET PRACTICES, FOR EXAMPLE, AS REGARDS PAYMENTS ARRANGE- 
MENTS AND THE FURNISHING OF DETAILED ECONOMIC INFORMATION 
TO THE FUND, INCLUDING FOREIGN EXCHANGE HOLDINGS, GOLD 
PRODUCTION, ETC. SOVIETS HAVE NOT, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, 

GIVEN ANY INDICATION OF INTEREST IN JOINING THE IMF OR 
IBRD. INGERSOLL 
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